Latah County EMS 

Minutes of September 20, 2007

Present:  President Paul Stubbs – Potlatch, Secretary Teresa Quimby – Potlatch; Kim Stubbs – Potlatch; Dan Hokanson – Troy; Shayne Watkins – Deary; Danielle Peck – Genesee; Keith Rathbun – Rathbun Communications; and Dean Neufeld – Idaho EMS. 

Meeting called to order at 7:06 p.m. by President Paul Stubbs.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as emailed (prior to the meeting).  Motion carried.

LCSO Update

Discussion is tabled until the next meeting because there isn’t anyone present to represent LCSO.
EMS Updates

The Bureau is going through reorganization and is in transition.  Dean is still the regional consultant and is covering from Council to Canada.  They now have two Standards and Compliance officers who are true regulators.  They will administer exams as well as some other stuff.  No one is really sure what they're going to do.  In the meantime, it is business as usual.  Dean and Julie are trying to keep people in the loop with contact information.  Phones are being transferred from other areas so it's been busier than usual.  The Regional office is still there to funnel all certification, classes, etc as before.

Gritman/Moscow Fire Department Repeater Status Update

Discussion is tabled until the next meeting because there isn’t anyone present to represent Moscow Ambulance.

Purchase of a Cardiac Monitor

Discussion is tabled until the next meeting because there isn’t anyone present to represent Moscow Ambulance.

LCEMS Website Update

Dani has the newly designed website up and running and has been trying to keep it updated whenever she gets the information.  The Flex Grant information was the latest that she added.  She added a calendar which can be printed.  She has made it into a gif file so that dial-up can access the website and it wouldn't bog down.  She's added some links that would be helpful on the front page.  There is a place for news items.  She will add MedStar as a link.  She needs to have J-K email their information and a picture to her and the link to their website if they have one.  The website can be an educational tool!  Dani posts training videos for Genesee on their website. If anyone has good training photos, please feel free to send them to her to post.  We have blogging capabilities available too.  It would be public so we may want to be careful what we post.    We have the bare bones so now we can make it a full functioned website.  She is looking for ideas and stuff to put on it.  Any input would be appreciated.  

Treasurer’s Report

Discussion is tabled until the next meeting because Bill wasn’t able to attend.

Other

Shayne said that Tim Jones attended the Latah All-Call channel meeting with Sheriff Rausch.  Sheriff Rausch indicated that he wanted to attend the meeting tonight but is not present.  Deary has seven mobile radios that are not programmable.  They don't have narrow band.  Keith said that Sheriff Rausch was looking into replacing them and then leasing them to Deary for $1.  They would have to pay the upkeep.  There are a total of 50 radios that are needed throughout the county.  

ER Considerations

Dr. McKinnon sent an email to let us know that the Physician Commission is moving forward at a snail's pace.  She is currently working on the glucometry and Glucagon protocols.  Dean said that they decided to wait until these rules go through legislation and then adopt new standards as temporary standards at end of the next legislative session and start again.  There is more bureaucracy than they expected.

Dan said that he heard that the new ER may be open soon.  He thought that Pat Riley had told him that October 13th would be the groundbreaking and that on October 15th they would be open.

J-K Repeater Upgrade on Teakken Butte

Ron said that J-K wants to change over to Latah County as primary dispatch and they did a test and it did well.  They need another repeater on Teakken to cover them to St. Joes.  It would also help Genesee and LCSO down past Juliaetta.  The sheriff wants to own the repeater and instead of approaching the council for some funds for the repeater they need radios.  He wanted to originally buy 50 radios.  He prefers to own the repeater and maintain it and then anything we'd have put towards the repeater would be better spent on radios.  J-K had a meeting last week and they want to get switched over.  They don't have a timeframe yet because it depends on when the communication equipment is ready to go.  Nez Perce was going to mail their information and Clearwater County was going to send maps.  They are trying to set up a meeting with Joan and get all their ducks in a row so it's not a big confusing mess.  The majority of their runs are to Lewiston and State Comm said they'd keep them on for six months just to monitor everything and make sure the transition goes smoothly.  They need six to eight portable radios.  They have new mobiles and they've already been programmed.  Nez Perce Fire would like to be added to their mobile units and to their portable radios so they can communicate.  This new repeater would be helpful for Troy too.  Ron feels it will be beneficial for everyone.  Keith said it could be $4,000 to $10,000 to get SAR up and running.  There is a need for 50 portable radios and a repeater and LCSO is willing to purchase the repeater.  Wayne approved just under $25,000 for the PR400 radios (narrow wide band with a display) for everyone in the county.  The radio is a middle of the line radio but we can upgrade if we'd like to pay the difference.  The HT1250 would be about $175 more than the PR400.  J-K would put in some of their own money to upgrade.  Motion is made for LCEMS to allocate $10,000 toward the upgrade of communication equipment which will include approximately 50 radios for units to accommodate the all call SAR programming and get the repeater up and running on Teakken Butte which will be coupled with the Latah County Sheriff's offer to upgrade radio communication equipment.  Dan seconded.  Motion carried.

Air Medical Protocols / LZ Officer Requirements

Dean said that the Latah County medical protocols already cover the air medical protocols.  Dean emailed out the landing zone requirements.  Dani will email Dean to request the medical protocols to post on the website.  All certified personnel need to have LZ officer training by 2010.  It will be incorporated into the classes, refresher classes, etc.  

Other

Shayne said that Deary's AED is a Life Pak and they haven't come out with an upgrade yet and it's been over a year since the AHA changed the guidelines.  How long do they wait to upgrade or replace it?  J-K traded theirs in for a Zoll because they didn't have any luck getting an upgrade.  Ron gave Shayne the contact information.  

Shayne was wondering if LCSO would provide flares, stop/slow signs, reflective triangles, cones, etc. for the units for traffic control.  All the other units present said that they have been buying there own supplies.  Dean suggested asking the deputy on scene at the incident to provide them for traffic control.

Paul Stubbs said that on Tuesday, 9-18-07, Potlatch had a lady who found some blasting caps and dynamite and they had to call the Bomb Squad from Spokane to come out.  In Washington, the Bomb Squad’s SOP is that they have an ALS unit on standby.  There was some confusion because Latah had requested a paramedic and Moscow didn't have anyone available. The Bomb Squad wants to have someone who can start an IV so it is ok to have an Advanced EMT.  Deary had a similar incident with boxes of unstable dynamite several years ago.  Paul will try and get the SOP and email them to Dani to post on the website.  

Paul and Kim said that the last of the critical access grant money that was used to purchase the helmets, the LCEMS website, and the radio test and AED upgrade for J-K had to be spent.  They used the remaining money to purchase t-shirts for GMCED to distribute.  The t-shirts say “Saved by my seatbelt” and sponsored by LCEMS.  They purchased 165 t-shirts for GMCED to give out.  They brought one to show everyone.  The deadline for the next grant is coming up soon.  It is a collaborative grant and the intent is that it benefits all the units.  Dani said that the information is posted on the LCEMS website.

Ron asked if anyone knew about grants for extrication equipment.  Dean said that there are highway safety grants, which are 50/50 match, that are available for extrication equipment and the dedicated grants can also be used for extrication equipment.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.
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