Latah County EMS 

Minutes of January 10, 2008
Present:  President Shayne Watkins - Deary, Secretary Sue Krick - Genesee; Treasurer Bill Krick – Genesee, Kim Cannon – J-K, Pat Rush – J-K, Teresa Quimby – Potlatch, Danielle Peck – Genesee, R. David Reynolds – Moscow, Travis Potter – Moscow, Deb McKinnon – Gritman, Bob Jahns – Moscow and Dean Neufeld – Idaho EMS. 

Meeting called to order at 7:01p.m. by President Shayne Watkins.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as emailed (prior to the meeting).  Motion carried.

LCSO Update

Discussion was tabled due to no representation from Sheriff’s office.
EMS Updates

Dean says that the exam standards and class requirements are being updated.  Please use the office as a resource for information on the standards and for any other assistance.  The grant cycle is coming up in February – they will be reviewing applications with no changes in the criteria.  Latah County is doing well in terms of grants received.  The grant criteria will be updated through an advisory board.

Andy and Dean will be getting medical director training out to north Idaho agencies.

Electronic PCRs – there is no funding for state wide use.  The stand alone systems have different requirements than the laptops.  In Moscow – Gritman has a computer in the EMT charting area.  Dr. McKinnon will be doing PCR evaluations online with the electronic reports instead of the hard copies.  Please continue copying one for the chart.  St. Joe’s in Lewiston is also set up for electronic filing – you will need to have setup done for the agency first.  It is important to do timely filing.  John Cramer is the contact for electronic PCR setup.  The Spring Fling is the first Saturday in March.  Information should be going out this week.

Purchase of a Cardiac Monitor

Dave Reynolds and Travis Potter gave a demonstration of the new 12-lead cardiac monitor.  It cost approximately $18,000, with a grant from the state covering $13,500 and LCEMS covering $5,000.  It has a Defibrillator, external pacing, external cardio version, plus more.  It uses 12 leads for diagnosis.  Rapid intervention is vital.  The STEM patients will benefit from this and with various tools available.  It will aid in calling Medstar sooner.  Protocols will be made when training is done.  Technically cell phone transfer will be available.  There are currently 5 paramedics available.
Treasurer’s Report

We put $10,000 towards for radios for Latah County EMS, $850 for a laptop.  Anybody with a bill should turn it into to Bill.
Other

Bob Jahns brought up EMS Rendezvous with Moscow paramedics – they need information on the patient for them to be able to provide accurate help/mutual aid.  If there are enough people on the ambulance – someone needs to unload and drive the paramedic’s vehicle back to the hospital.  Discussion was held regarding the cost/billing aspect of mutual aid with Moscow for agencies use of paramedics/ALS rendezvous.

Moscow currently does their own billing – right now they are using OMNI Billing to catch up on backlog.  Potlatch has local person doing their billing, ditto J/K. Discussion was held about a single billing entity.  Tensed is calling Moscow for ALS mutual aid.  Regarding a mutual aid agreement – Moscow doesn’t have one with Tensed and Elk River.  It was decided to table the idea of Tensed becoming part of our county system.  There has been a Medicaid signing change – if a patient cannot sign, someone at facility must sign (i.e. nursing homes).

Shayne says that Deary is due for TB testing.  According to Teresa – the county will pay for testing when it’s for the initial vaccination or testing due to exposure.  If there is bi-yearly testing needed, the individual agency must cover the cost.
ER Considerations

Dr McKinnon says there will be an EZ-IO in-service on January 15th at 2pm.  On February 5th from 7-9 pm there will be an airway station day and possible EZ-IO training also.  Currently an EMT-A can learn IV access for child/adult.
Physician commission – a rural EMS handout, Emergency Medical Services in Rural America was handed out.  Dr. McKinnon thinks that Idaho is doing well.  Glucagon protocols are still being developed.  Wildland fire/ EMS services – there is currently no standardization.  Idaho is trying to set standards for wildland fire/ EMS agencies.

The Medical Directors class is being promoted.  The Town Hall meetings might be coming again.  Dr. Brown, who used to be in a family practice in Moscow – is now an ER doc for the next 6 months.  He will then reopen an office in Moscow but hopefully he will stay on as a part-time ER doc.
Election of Officers

At the November meeting:
Shayne Watkins was elected President.

Michael Benier was elected Vice President.
Bill Krick was re-elected Treasurer.

Sue Krick was elected Secretary.

2008 Meeting Dates:

January 10
March 13
May 8

July 10
September 11
November 13
Other

Regarding the LCEMS website - Dani would like to know if the website is useful and whether the LCEMS wants to keep it up.  An update was given on the new additions to the site.  
Deary will be sponsoring EMT-B training this winter.  It will be an instructed class.  Preferably a 6 to 1 ratio.  Training will begin on February 15th.  Contact Bonnie Stradley at 826-1208 or Donna Opresik at 877-1365 for more details.
The Genesee Crab Feed will be held on February 9th from 3-7pm.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
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